
 
 
 

RESPONSIBLE  MINERALS 
SOURCING POLICY STATEMENT 

 
Avnet, Inc., including its subsidiaries (collectively “Avnet”), is committed to source minerals 
responsibly and avoid sourcing minerals that contribute to armed conflict or human rights 
abuses in conflict affected and high-risk areas (CAHRAs), including the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) or adjoining countries. Avnet’s approach is to promote the traceability and 
transparency of supply chains and move towards a conflict-free global supply chain.  
 
Avnet supports the aims of the Responsible Business Alliance’s Responsible Minerals 
Initiative (RMI) to identify, reduce and eventually eliminate the use of conflict minerals that 
finance or benefit conflict or human rights violations, and the Responsible Minerals 
Assurance  Process (RMAP) to validate responsible sources. Avnet encourages its suppliers 
to likewise support such efforts. “Conflict minerals” include tantalum, tin, tungsten and gold, 
which are used in many electronic components and computer products.  
 
Under Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) rules, Avnet is required to annually 
report on Form SD whether products it manufactures or contracts to manufacture contain 
conflict minerals necessary to the functionality or production of the products, which have 
been sourced from mines in the DRC or adjoining countries (“covered products”). Revenue 
from the mining and trade of conflict minerals from the DRC or adjoining countries is believed 
to finance or benefit armed groups that are responsible for human rights violations. 
 
Avnet is a global technology distributor and solutions provider. To a very limited extent Avnet 
manufactures or contracts to manufacture products, some of which are covered products. 
However, Avnet is a downstream consumer of conflict minerals. It does not purchase directly 
from mines, smelters or refiners and is many levels removed from such market participants. 
Avnet endeavors to avoid purchasing products containing conflict minerals sourced from 
CAHRAs that directly or indirectly finance or benefit armed groups, while minimizing 
unintended consequences of de facto embargoes for conflict-free mines. Avnet also expects 
its suppliers to source minerals only from responsible sources. 
 
Avnet annually conducts a reasonable country of origin inquiry (RCOI) and due diligence that 
aligns with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Due 
Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and 
High-Risk Areas (OECD Framework). As a downstream consumer, Avnet expects its 
suppliers to provide proper verification of the country of origin and source of the conflict 
minerals used in the products they supply to Avnet, utilizing the most current Conflict 
Minerals Reporting Template (CMRT) developed by RMI. Avnet also encourages its 
suppliers to adopt similar policies, due diligence frameworks, and management systems with 
respect to responsible minerals sourcing to drive those efforts throughout their supply chain.  

 
[Updated May 2022, prior update January 2018] 
[Policy is reviewed annually by the Conflict Minerals Governance Committee, which members are 
senior management. Last reviewed May 2023] 


